May 16, 2013

Consul General of Japan's Commendation 
On May 16, Consul General Toyoei Shigeeda will present the Consul General of Japan's Commendation to Mr. Colbert Matsumoto. This honor is conferred on individuals and groups for their outstanding efforts and valuable contributions to assist Japanese overseas diplomatic missions to promote Japan's interests and values and encourage cultural exchange.
Mr. Matsumoto served as the Chairman of the Board of the Pacific International Center for High Technology Research (PICHTR) from November 2008 to December 2011. PICHTR was established in 1983, as a result of a bilateral agreement between Japan and the United States to develop and deploy appropriate sustainable energy technologies for Hawaii and the Asia-Pacific region. As the Chairman of Board of PICHTR, Mr. Matsumoto played a key role in spearheading the planning and operational aspects of PICHTR’s various high technology projects, and thus, contributed to enhancing cooperation between the United States and Japan in the field of high technology. 

Mr. Matsumoto is an active volunteer with community non-profit organizations that promotes arts and culture, community development, communication and mutual understanding. He is a leading member of the US-Japan Council, Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii, Japanese American Citizens League Honolulu Chapter, Urasenke Konnichikai Hawaii Branch and made outstanding contributions to the promotion of friendly relations and mutual understanding between Japan and the United States.
As Chairman and CEO of Island Insurance Company, Mr. Matsumoto has exhibited exceptional leadership and led the company to success. Mr. Matsumoto also serves on various boards throughout Hawaii including the Central Pacific Financial Corporation, Oahu Publications, and the Employees Retirement System of the State of Hawaii. Mr. Matsumoto has been in the forefront of Hawaii's business community playing an important role in the development and revitalization of the Hawaiian economy.

